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BY RICHARD TAMBORRINO
Free Press Contributor

MARATHON — City o�  cials 
are being particularly proactive 
in the recertification of aging 
buildings and expect to have 
issued 100 notice of inspection 

letters by the end of the year.
Back in July 2021, the Surfside 

condo collapse tragedy in 
Miami-Dade County resonat-
ed strongly with the Marathon 
City Council, prompting almost 
immediate reaction toward 
reviewing the city’s building 

re-inspection policies.
At that time, the state re-

quired recerti� cation for high-
rise buildings every 40 years. 
Miami-Dade County amended 
its re-certification standards 
to 30 years and every 10-year 
interval thereafter. Miami-Dade 

also added provisions that 
coastal condominiums and 
buildings three stories or taller 
built between 1983 and 1997 
located within 3 miles of the 
coastline, and all other build-
ings built between 1983 and 
1992 must have a recerti� cation 

inspection by Dec. 31, 2024, 
and every 10 years thereafter.

Marathon, following that lead 
and the direction municipalities 
across the state, began taking 
steps to strengthen its building 
inspection and certification 
protocols, adopting Ordinance 

2021-029 in December 2021. 
� e ordinance revised Section 
6-95 of the city code to require 
recertification of buildings in 
existence 17 years or longer, 
with subsequent recerti� cation 

City cracking down on unsafe structures

BY JILL ZIMA BORSKI
Free Press Contributor

ISLAMORADA — While the 
Islamorada Village Council 
moved forward with canal 
improvement, � oodplain man-
agement and building permits, 
perhaps the most important 
thing at the Jan. 19 meeting was 
what did not happen.

Ten advertised ordinances 
were postponed until the next 
meeting, so farmers markets, 
variances on minimum lot area 
requirements and more remain 
to be discussed. � e council is 
to meet Feb. 9.

Although the ordinance ap-
proval delay was not publicly 

discussed, it was due to or-
dinances having to go to the 
Local Planning Agency before 
council consideration, and this 
had not been done. 

The LPA, which include 
council appointees who review, 
publicly discuss and recom-
mend proposed land use regu-
lations, hasn’t met for months.

Vice Mayor Sharon Mahoney 
sought to change the Feb. 9 
meeting but saw and heard that 
would be di�  cult due to certain 
lead time requirements of canal 
projects, three date-sensitive re-
quests for proposals and other 
items, so she agreed to power 

Code changes 
pulled for now

KEY LARGO — An aquanaut 
will remain in an undersea hab-
itat for 100 days to conduct div-
ing medicine research during 
Project Neptune 100, which is 
being billed by organizers as a 
� rst-of-its-kind endeavor.

Beginning March 1, Jules’ 
Undersea Lodge in Key Largo 
will host the 100-day mission to 
support medical research and 
conservation from its under-
sea base on the bottom of an 
oceanside mangrove lagoon.

The former 
undersea 
laboratory 
will broadcast 
interviews 
and science 
demonstra-
tions during the 
project.

Hyperbaric 
medicine researcher and diving 
explorer Dr. Joe Dituri, Ph.D., 

Diving medicine 
research goes deep

DITURI

BY FREE PRESS STAFF

SOUTH FLORIDA — Hurricane Ian 
helped restore overly salty wetlands in the 
southeastern Everglades to more historic 
freshwater conditions last fall but left be-
hind so much water that roseate spoonbill 
nesting may face challenges this year, ac-
cording to a semi-annual analysis of Taylor 
Slough by Audubon Florida’s Everglades 
Science Center.

The Plantation Key-based center re-
leased its semi-annual State of the Slough 
report earlier this month based on data 
collected from June through September of 
2022.

At the southern end of Everglades 
National Park, a series of wetland sloughs 
carry freshwater to the Florida Bay estuary. 
Audubon researchers track these freshwa-
ter � ows, or lack thereof, and their impacts 
on the ecology of Taylor Slough and the 
historically brackish bay.

� is data provides insight for Everglades 
restoration projects, measuring whether 
e� orts are going in the right direction and 
recommending how water management 
could improve.

Historically, Taylor Slough is a freshwa-
ter ecosystem. Pulses of salinity in July neg-
atively a� ected freshwater plants and � sh 
that are sensitive to salt, the report found. 
However, the center is predicting that rain 
from Hurricane Ian in late September 
should have been enough to restore the 
system to freshwater conditions.

“� is short-term snapshot of data tells 

us that Hurricane Ian’s rainfall and storm 
surge affected Taylor Slough in positive 
and negative ways by increasing freshwa-
ter � ow, but also creating abnormally high 
water levels,” said Alex Blochel, senior biol-
ogist at Everglades Science Center. “As we 
continue to evaluate our long-term data, 
we will more comprehensively understand 
the impacts of this event on the natural sys-
tems, and we hope to see a more stabilized 
freshwater community in Taylor Slough by 
the end of the hydrologic year.”

The 2022-23 water year started with 
record-high water levels last June and has 

Ian refreshed major 
Florida Bay tributary

Audubon: Extra water may affect roseate spoonbill nesting

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE/File photo

A manatee and � sherman ply the waters of Taylor Slough, where it empties into 
Florida Bay. Taylor Slough delivers fresh water to the bay estuary.

R. CAMMAUF/National Park Service

Roseate spoonbills need water levels 
of around 5 inches while they are 
rearing young to forage enough prey 
� sh to feed their chicks. See RESEARCH, 4ASee SLOUGH, 4A
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WEARE FOOTBALL!
ANDFOOTBALL IS BACK

35 HDTV’S, FOOD & DRINK
SPECIALS FOR ALL GAMES!!

VOTED BEST WATERFRONT SPORTS BAR
IN THE UPPER KEYS

CHECK OUT OUR
NEWLY RENOVATED

SPORTS BAR &
RESTROOMS!

MM104 B/S | KEY LARGO
305.453.9066 | WWW.JJSBIGTCHILL.COM
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key largo news
KEY LARGO — Local chil-

dren will be working together 
Saturday, Jan. 28, to clean 
the coastlines of Key Largo 
during the 3rd Annual Marine 
Debris Derby hosted by Ocean 
Studies Charter School.

This year’s event will be 
expanding to include chil-
dren from other Upper Keys 
schools. �e Caribbean Club 
at mile marker 104 will host the 
event to allow for land-based 
and water-based entries. 

Registration and check-in 
begins at 8 a.m. with a free 
breakfast for all participants 
hosted by The Juice House 
and Publix. Collection begins 
at 9 a.m. with a last call for 
debris at noon. Awards and 
winners will be announced at 
1:30 p.m., with a celebration to 
begin thereafter.

Prizes, food, live music 
and games will be featured. 
Register online at https://
go.rallyup.com/oscsmarined-
ebrisderby to secure a child’s 
spot. Individual and team en-
tries are permitted.

New this year will be a full 
tournament-style derby with 
shoreline, paddle craft and 
boat divisions. Children can 
register in any division and 
can compete to collect the 
most trash individually or 
with a team. Each participant 
receives the free breakfast, a 
custom Marine Debris Derby 
T-shirt and a lunch from A 
Moveable Feast food truck.

On hand will also be local 

environmental nonpro�ts with 
interactive booths such as 
touch tanks, wild bird displays 
and more.

Students can either pay a 
$10 entry fee ($40/team, up to 
four kids) or gather pledges. If 

the child goes with the pledge 
option, the $10 entry fee will 
be waived. Pledges are made 
at a chosen amount per pound 
of debris each child collects. 
All proceeds bene�t environ-
mental education initiatives. 

Use of kayaks will be donat-
ed by Florida Bay Outfitters 
and a debris boat will be 
provided by Mitchell Pest 
Services. Dumpsters are being 
provided by Atlantic Trash & 
Transfer.

Local kids compete to clean 
coastlines Saturday morning

Contributed

An Ocean Studies Charter School middle schooler participates in a previous Marine 
Debris Derby.

DMT, CDR-U.S. Navy (Ret.), will 
be the aquanaut in residence 
for the entire 100 days. He is 
chief researcher for Underseas 
Oxygen Clinic in Tampa.

A retired Navy saturation div-
ing o�cer with a doctorate in 
biomedical engineering, Dituri 
will be conducting experiments 
to study the e�ects of long-term 
exposure to pressure and work-
ing with other researchers on 
diving medical issues, as well as 
teaching his hyperbaric medi-
cine and medical school cours-
es from inside Jules’ Undersea 
Lodge.

Multiple researchers will join 
Dituri in the 100-day mission. 
Some will live underwater with 
him for days at a time.

The International Board of 
Undersea Medicine is the pre-
senting sponsor for the mission.

Throughout the mission, 

marine specialists will be joined 
by social media influencers 
to highlight the message of 
ocean conservation. MRDF/
MarineLab is partnering with 
other conservation organiza-
tions to select topics and speak-
ers of global interest. Marine ex-
plorer Ian Koblick, founder and 
chairman of MRDF/MarineLab, 
is setting those goals for the mis-
sion. Mission Director Thane 
Milhoan is responsible for im-
plementing that vision.

Anyone interested in partic-
ipating as a presenter, media 
influencer or citizen scientist 
should contact Milhoan at 
100days@jul.com or 305-451-
2353. Several sponsorship 
opportunities are available. For 
more information, contact Kim 
Gregory at kim@marinelab.org 
or 305-451-1139, ext 3.

Key Largo Undersea Park, 
home of Jules’ Undersea Lodge, 
is located at 51 Shoreland Drive. 
More information is available at 
marinelab.org.

Research
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continued to experience high-
er-than-normal water levels. Ian 
raised the water level in Taylor 
Slough by almost 9.5 inches. 
Although water levels remain 
high, nesting season has not 
started yet and there is still time 
for water levels to drop in the 
slough. Roseate spoonbills need 
water levels of around 5 inches 
while they are rearing young to 
successfully find enough prey 
�sh to feed their chicks.

Roseate spoonbills are 
tracked by the center because 
they serve as an indicator spe-
cies for the health of Florida Bay. 
When nesting and bird counts 
are strong, scientists consider 
water quality and quantity to be 
at historically desirable levels.

In total, the Everglades 
Science Center sampled 409 
�sh at Taylor Slough from June 
through September. During the 

start of the 2022-23 seasons 
sampling events, 1.2% of fish 
caught were freshwater species, 
falling well short of the target of 
freshwater species making up 
more than 40% of the catch.

A long period of low salinity is 
vital for freshwater plant species 
like bladderwort and beaked 
tasselweed to establish, as well 
as freshwater �sh species like 
blue�n killi�sh, which were not 
caught yet this hydro year, the 
center reported. The average 
cover of plants for the �rst part 
of the 2022-23 season was 5.3% 
— slightly higher than the previ-
ous year but still very low. Too 
much salinity in July meant that 
plants didn’t have time to grow.

As restoration of the 
Everglades continues, enough 
fresh water must �ow south and 
fall as rain to keep salinity levels 
low, thus lengthening the period 
for these freshwater plants and 
�sh species to establish, which 
in turn also benefits wading 
birds, the report concluded.

Slough
FROM PAGE 1A

HAVE A STORY IDEA?
EMAIL DCAMPBELL@KEYSNEWS.COM

BITES
Loaded Fries

1/2 Order Nachos
Happy Hour
Quesadillas
Mini Flautas

86701Overseas Highway, Islamorada, FL33036
www.pvmexican.com

BOOZE
$1 OFF

DRAFT BEER
$2 OFF

HOUSE WINE
$3 OFF
HOUSE

MARGARITAS

EVERYDAY4-6PM

ALL ITEMS$5

Floral Fantasy

305.664.1063
www.floralfantasyweddings.com

86000 Overseas Highway, Islamorada

Delivery from Ocean Reef to Lower Matecumbe
FULL SERVICE FLORIST AND RENTALS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

YOUR LAND AND CRUISE EXPERTS

305-394-2354

on the NCL Escape
for 7 days starting the
23rd of April 2023.

We will be visiting the
Eastern Caribbean with
stops in Puerto Plata,
DR, St. Thomas, USVI,

Tortola, BVI and
Great Stirrup Cay.

on the NCL Escape

Come Join Christina Belotti celebrate
her 40th Birthday

305-394-2354
diane.scudder@cruiseplanners.com

Restaurant&Marina

HappyHourEveryDay4:30 to 6:30 pm
Locals Day

EveryWednesday
Use your pilot’s license
all day for discounts

and rewards

Kid&Pet
Friendly!

ThursdayNight
PrimeRibNight
4–9 pm $28.95

12Beers
onTap

iveMusic
F iday&S turday

5-9 pm

Ask about our daily
throwback specials!

Restaurant Open
Wednesday thru Sunday

11:30 am to 9 pm

Join us inside for A/C comfort! The dining room is open!
13 Seagate Blvd, Key Largo | 305-451-3142 | pilothousemarina.com

$99

Guy’s Towingy gy g

Mou nceMo nce

$99

24 HOUR SERVICE

305-852-5447

99275 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, FL
United States, Florida

305-852-5447

New Tires
$99 and up

Mount and Balance
24 HOUR SERVICE
Open Weekends

Jumpstarts Lockouts
Locally Owned and Operated

ad
no

=3
86

84
61

-1

Best-sellers, Local Favorites
& So Much More

Extensive Children’s
Section With Books, Toys,

Puzzles & Games

91272 OVERSEAS HWY, TAVERNIER TOWNE CENTER (NEAR CINEMA)

786-640-1401 WWW.SANDBARBOOKSTORE.COM
SANDBAR BOOKS @SANDBARBOOKS


